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Telecouplings are socioeconomic and environmental interactions over distances. They are now increasingly
common and more influential across the globe. They occur during trade, water transfer, payments for ecosystem
services, foreign investment, migration, and tourism. They also emerge when information flows, species invade,
and diseases spread. Even a remote nature reserve has numerous telecouplings with the rest of the world.
Telecouplings have profound positive and negative effects on distant systems.

A new integrated telecoupling framework can help reveal hidden patterns and identify crucial knowledge gaps.
Telecouplings pose global sustainability challenges, but also offer exciting opportunities for the world.

About Jianguo Liu
Jianguo “Jack” Liu holds the Rachel Carson Chair in Sustainability, is University Distinguished Professor, and

serves as founding director of the Center for Systems Integration and Sustainability at Michigan State University.
He is also a guest professor at the Chinese Academy of Sciences; and was a visiting scholar at Harvard, Princ-
eton, and Stanford universities. He serves on many international and national committees, is a reviewing editor
for Science magazine, and leads the International Network of Research on Coupled Human and Natural Systems
(CHANS-Net.org). His research interests include global sustainability; systems integration (e.g., integration of
ecology with social sciences); telecoupling; ecosystem services; China’s environment; and complex interactions

among pandas, people, and policies.

The lecture is free of charge and open for all interested. For information and videos of a selection of seminars
please visit albaeco.se. To receive email notifications register with info@stockholmresilience.su.se
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